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REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS

STATE & CITATION

ALA. CODE § 39-2-2;
39-2-6

ALASKA STAT. §§
19.10.170;
36.30.170(a)

2 AAC 12.860 — 870

ARI1Z. REV. STAT. §§
34-221; 34-201; 41-
563

ARK. CODE 27-67-206

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

Public works contracts ex-
ceeding $50,000.

All highway construction
with estimated cost exceed-
ing $100,000. For construc-
tion costing less than
$100,000, department may
perform work directly; how-
ever, for work over $5,000,
commissioner must make
written findings that state
forces will be less expensive
than contracting.

For fiscal year 1994-95, work
over $150,000; thereafter,
adjusted annually by the
annual percentage change in
the GDP price deflator.

All new construction, and all
other construction costing
$10,000 or more; except for
discretionary authority to
contract with railroads for
signals and safety devices at
grade crossings, or grade
crossing elimination. All ma-
terials purchased for road
work.

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Lowest responsible and re-
sponsive bidder, unless
awarding authority finds
bid unreasonable or it is not
in awarding authority’s in-
terest to accept any of the
bids.

Lowest responsible and re-
sponsive bidder whose bid
conforms in all material
respects to the requirements
and criteria set out in the
invitation to bid.

Lowest responsible bidder
whose proposal is satisfac-
tory.

Lowest responsible bidder.

AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

If all bids are unrea-
sonable and it is not in
awarding authority’s
interest to accept any,
bids may be rejected
and work done by force
account by awarding
authority.

May reject all bids only
with the prior written
approval of the DOT &
Public Facilities Com-
missioner, if found to be
in best interests of state
or for other reasons
listed in agency regula-
tions.

All bids may be rejected
for any reason the con-
tracting agent deter-
mines.

Commission has right
to reject any or all bids.
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STATE & CITATION

CAL. PuB. CONT.
CODE §§ 10180;
10185

CoLO. REV. STAT. §§
24-92-103; 24-92-105

CONN. GEN. LAaws
ANN. § 13a-95

17 DEL. CODE § 151;
29 DEL. CODE § 6923

D.C. CoDE § 2-
303.03; 2-303.21; 2-
303.07

FLA. StaT. § 337.11

GA. CODE §§ 32-2-61;
32-2-64; 32-2-69

HAaw. REV. STAT. §§
103D-301, 103D-302

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

As of 1993, all work over
$100,000, which amount is
adjusted every 2 years by
California construction in-
dex.

All construction contracts.

Construction, alteration, im-
provement, reconstruction,
relocation, widening, or
change of grade of State
highways or bridges.

Contracts exceeding amount
set by Contracting and Pur-
chasing Advisory Council,
unless Secretary of Transpor-
tation and Budget Commis-
sion determine it to be in
best interests of state to en-
ter into contract without bid-
ding.

Construction contracts over
$100,000.

All construction contracts
exceeding $250,000.

Any construction or mainte-
nance contract over $50,000.

All construction contracts.

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Lowest responsible bidder.

Low responsible bidder
whose bid meets the re-
quirements and criteria set
forth in the invitation for
bids.

Lowest bidder deemed re-
sponsible.

Lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bidder whose bid
conforms in all material
respects to the requirements
and criteria set forth in the
invitation to bid.

Responsible and responsive
bidder whose bid is most
advantageous to District,
considering price and other
factors.

Lowest responsible bidder,
or in the instance of a time-
plus-money contract, the
lowest evaluated responsi-
ble bidder.

Lowest reliable bid.

Lowest responsible and re-
sponsive bidder whose bid
meets the requirements and
criteria set forth in the invi-

AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

May reject all bids if
found to be not for best
interest of the State to
accept them; must state
reasons for rejecting
bids.

All bids may be rejected
when in best interest of
state; reasons must be
stated in contract file.

Commissioner may re-
ject any and all bids for
cause.

May reject all bids if it
is advantageous to the
state.

May reject all bids if in
best interest of District.

May reject all bids and
readvertise project, or
perform work.

May reject any and all
such bids, and readver-
tise, perform work di-
rectly, or abandon proj-
ect.



STATE & CITATION

InAHO CODE §§ 40-
906, 40-912

30 ILL. COMP. STAT.
500/20-5, 500/30-15;
500/20-20; 500/20-40

IND. CODE §§ 8-23-9-
2; 8-23-9-3; 8-23-9-4

IowA CODE ANN. §§
313.10; 314.1

KAN. STAT. § 68-410

Ky. REV. STAT. §§
176.080, 180.060

LA. REV. STAT. §§
48:205; 48:255

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

Contracts exceeding $25,000.

All construction contracts
over $30,000, to be adjusted
for inflation.

All contracts for construction.

Construction contracts over
$1,000.

All State contracts for high-
way construction, improve-
ment, reconstruction, and
maintenance of State high-
way system involving more
than $1,000.

Construction and mainte-
nance on State highways,
bridges, and bridge ap-
proaches.

Construction contracts over
$25,000.

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

tation for bids.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible and re-
sponsive bidder whose bid
meets the requirements and
criteria set forth in the invi-
tation for bids.

Lowest and best bidder,
provided not more than 5
percent over engineer’s es-
timate and in best interests
of state.

Bid price to be considered
with financial responsibil-
ity, experience, equipment,
and performance in similar
work.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest and best bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

May reject any or all
bids.

All bids may be rejected
when in best interest of
State, in accordance
with administrative
rules.

May reject all and all
bids for cause.

May reject any or all
bids, and relet job by
negotiated contract or
day labor, provided cost
does not exceed lowest
bid received.

May reject any or all
bids if in best interest of
State, and readvertise.

May reject any and all
bids if no satisfactory
bids are received.
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STATE & CITATION

23 ME. REV. STAT. §
753

Mb. STATE FIN. &
Proc. Cobk § 13-206,
13-103

Mass. Laws ch. 30, §
39M; ch. 81, § 8

MicH. Comp. LAWS §
247.661c

MINN. STAT. § 161.32

Miss. CODE §§ 65-1-
85

Mo. REV. STAT. §
227.100.1

MoNT. REv. CODE §
18-2-301; 18-1-102

NEB. REV. STAT. §
39-1349

NEvV. REV. STAT. §8§
408.317; 408.323;
408.343

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

Construction of state high-
ways.

All State highway construc-
tion.

Construction, alteration, re-
construction, or repair in
excess of $10,000.

All highways, streets, and
bridges whose cost exceeds
$100,000, unless department
affirmatively finds that an-
other method is in public
interest.

May use state forces or con-
tract.

All contracts for construction,
reconstruction, or other pub-
lic work, and purchase of
materials and supplies ex-
ceeding $10,000.

All construction contracts.

Construction for $75,000 or
more.

Contracts for construction,
reconstruction, improvement,
maintenance, and repair of
State roads and bridges.

All construction, improve-
ment, and maintenance on
State highway system, except
where director can justify
that limited work can be

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder,
or lowest evaluated bid
price if that process is noted
in invitation for bids.

Lowest eligible responsible
bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder,
considering conformity with
specifications, delivery
terms, and other conditions
imposed in bid notice; may
also use life-cycle costing.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder
who has qualified and sub-
mitted bid in accordance
with statute.

AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

May reject any and all
bids if there is deemed
to be good cause.

May reject all bids if in
best interest of state.

Invitation for bids re-
serves right to reject all
bids.

May reject any and all
bids. If no satisfactory
bids received, commis-
sioner may readvertise
or perform work di-
rectly.

Director, with approval
of Transportation
Commission, may reject
any and all bids.

Commission may reject
all bids and do work
under own supervision.

If no responsible bids
received after two at-
tempts, may reject and
contract in manner that
is cost-effective to the
state.

May reject any or all
bids, and cause work to
be done as directed by
department.

May reject any and all
bids if, in the depart-
ment’s opinion, such
bids are unbalanced,
incomplete, irregular, or



STATE & CITATION

N.H. REV. STAT. §§
228:4; 228:4-a

N.J. STAT. §§ 27:7-
29, 27:7-30

N.M. STAT. § 67-3-43

N.Y. HigH. LAw § 38

N.C. GEN. STAT. §
136-28.1

N.D. CENT. CODE §§
24-02-17, 18; 24-02-
23

OHio REv. CODE §§
5517.02, 5525.01,
5525.10

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

done more economically or in
other satisfactory manner by
other means.

All major State highway
projects over $25,000, except
normal maintenance and
improvements.

Construction contracts for

State highway system.

All construction, reconstruc-
tion, and maintenance on

State highway system, except

work performed directly by
State Highway Department.

Contracts for construction or
improvement of state high-
ways.

Contracts for highway con-
struction or repair exceeding
$1.2 million. Contracts under
that amount require three
informal bids, without adver-
tising.

Construction or improve-
ments exceeding $20,000.

State highway construction,
improvement, and repair;
bridge, culvert, and traffic
signal projects over $20,000;

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder
as will best promote the
public interest.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Responsible bidder submit-
ting the lowest and best bid.

Lowest competent and re-
sponsible bidder.
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AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

for other good cause.

Right reserved to reject
all bids or negotiate
with lowest responsible
bidder.

May reject any and all
bids.

May reject any and all
bids if such bids are
unbalanced, or for other
good cause.

May reject any and all
bids and readvertise if
State’s best interest will
be promoted thereby.

Right is reserved to
reject all bids.

May reject all bids.

May reject any and all
bids. No contract may
be awarded that ex-
ceeds the estimate by
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STATE & CITATION

61 OKLA. STAT. §§
102, 103, 111, 119

OR. REV. STAT. §§
279.015, 279.029,
279.035

62 PA. CONS. STAT.
§§ 102; 512(g)

R.I. GEN. LAWS § 24-
8-12; §§ 37-2-18, 37-
2-22

S.C. CODE § 57-5-
1620

S.D. CODIFIED LAWS
§ 31-5-10

TENN. CODE §§ 54-5-
116, 54-5-118

TEX. TRANSP. CODE
§8§ 66741, 6674h

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

maintenance over $10,000
per mile of highway.

All construction work on
State highway system.

All public contracts, except
those declared exempt by
Public Contract Review
Board as (1) not likely to
substantially diminish com-
petition, (2) result in saving
to contracting agency; or (3)
if prompt action needed to
deal with emergency.

All work done by contract.

All highway construction or
improvements over $10,000.

Contracts for construction
work on State highways in-
volving $10,000 or more.

Contacts of State Highway
Commission for highway im-
provements on trunk high-
way system.

Contracts of State Depart-
ment of Transportation re-
lating to highways.

Contracts of highway de-
partment relating to State
highway system over
$25,000.

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible and re-
sponsive bidder.

Lowest qualified bidder.

Lowest competent and re-
sponsible bidder, unless bid
is deemed unreasonable.

Best and most advanta-
geous offer. Lowest bid to be
accepted.

Lowest bidder.

AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

more than 5 percent.

Agency may reject all
bids and readvertise if
in best interest of state.

May reject any or all
bids for cause, and
readvertise.

If all bids exceed esti-
mate, may negotiate
with lowest responsible
bidder to bring project
within cost estimate.

May reject any and all
bids.

Right reserved to reject
all bids.

Any and all bids may be
rejected at commis-
sioner’s discretion.

May reject any and all
bids.



STATE & CITATION

UtaAH CODE §§ 72-6-

107; 72-6-109; 63-56-

20

19 VT. STAT. § 4

Code of Vt. Rules §
14-010-010

Stan. Specs. §§
102.8, 102.13,
103.01, 103.02

VA. CODE §§ 33.1-
185; 2.2-4319; 2.2-
4303

WASH. REv. CODE §§
47.28.090, 47.28.100

W. VA. CODE § 17-4-
19

Stan. Specs. § 103.2

WIS. STAT. § 84.06

Stan. Specs. 103.1,
103.2

WYO. STAT. § 24-2-
108

CLASSES OF CONTRACTS

Contracts of State Depart-
ment of Transportation for
construction or improvement
of State highways involving
cost exceeding $125,000.

Agency of Transportation
authorized to contract on
such terms as it deems to be
for best interest of State for
construction, repair, and
maintenance of State high-
ways, and for use of machin-
ery and equipment for road
work, etc. However, highway
or bridge contracts exceeding
$50,000 must be advertised
for bids.

All contracts let by Com-
monwealth Transportation
Board for construction or
other necessary work; agency
may use competitive negotia-
tion at its option.

Contracts for construction on
State highway system.

Contracts of State Highway
Department for road work,

materials, and supplies ex-

ceeding $3,000.

All contracts for construction,
reconstruction, and rehabili-
tation of highways.

Contracts for highway im-
provements exceeding
$100,000.

CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest qualified bidder.

Lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest responsible bidder.

Lowest competent and re-
sponsible bidder.

Lowest responsible qualified
bidder.
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AUTHORITY TO REJECT
ALL BIDS

Any or all bids may be
rejected.

May reject bids if found
to be on altered form,
irregular, incomplete,
conditional, or if bid is
obviously unbalanced.

May reject lowest bid
for good cause, and may
reject all bids if in best
interest of state.

May reject all bids, and
perform work directly.

All bids may be rejected
if lowest bid exceeds
estimated reasonable
value of work, or if bids
not in public interest.

Transportation Com-
mission may reject any
or all bids, and readver-
tise.
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